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Infusions are further broken down into three types:  

 

1. Bag by Bag Infusions 

 
 Bag by Bag infusions are ordered with a specific duration e.g., 1 bag. Once that number has been 

administered, nursing staff will complete the order and it will ‘drop off’ the MAR.   

 The majority of Bag by Bag infusions have been pre-defined to have a duration of 1 bag (although this can 

be modified if required).  

 One exception to this is the Potassium Chloride infusion orders in the DKA orderset, which have been pre-

defined to have a duration of 5 bags, 10 bags etc. 

 In Bag by Bag infusions, only the Rate will display on the MAR (i.e., not the Infuse Over time).  

 

Example: 
 

 
  

Key messages: 

 An Infusion is any medication or fluid that is delivered via an Alaris pump or a syringe driver.  
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2. Truly Continuous Infusions 

 
 Truly continuous infusions have no duration or stop time. They stay active on the MAR until discontinued by 

the doctor.  

 Nurses can continue to hang bags without the doctor having to order a new one.  

 Some truly continuous infusions have a rate of “TITRATE”. This means nurses can titrate the rate of the 

infusion as per policy / as per order comments without the doctor having to modify the order.  

 In Truly Continuous infusions, only the Rate will display on the MAR (i.e., not the Infuse Over time).  

Examples: 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

3. Intermittent Infusions 

 
 Intermittent infusions are those with a frequency 

 All antimicrobials are now classified as intermittent infusions  

 These will sit in the same section of the MAR as the patient’s other medications, even although the route of 

administration is “IV Infusion”.  

 In Intermittent infusions, only the Infuse Over time will display on the MAR (i.e. not the Rate). 

Examples: 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


