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Documenting Implants in the EMR 

 

Logging Implants/Prosthesis during a procedure enables accurate documentation to support device traceability and timely 

action in the event of a product recall or safety alert, in line with Western Health’s Management of Product or Equipment 

Alerts Procedure. It maintains accurate and timely records to support clinical care, traceability, and financial 

accountability. 

 

At Western Health, the terms implant and prosthesis are used interchangeably to describe any medical device or human 

tissue product that: 

• Is implanted in the body as part of clinical care;  

             and/or 

• Is listed on the Australian Prescribed List of Medical Devices and Human Tissue Products and has an associated 

billing (rebate) code 

 

From a clinical perspective, some items may not seem like implants — they may be consumables, used temporarily, or 

never permanently left in the body. However, if these items appear on the Australian Prescribed List of Medical Devices 

and Human Tissue Products, they must still be treated as prostheses for the purposes of documentation and tracking, 

and added to the patients Implant Log. 

 

 

This Quick Reference Guide will explain how to:  

Document implants/prosthesis using the Implant Log segment of Perioperative Doc 

 

Definitions:  

Implant/Prosthesis - An implant or prosthesis refers to any object or material inserted or grafted into the body for 

prosthetic, therapeutic, diagnostic, or experimental purposes, and intended to remain in the patient following a 

procedure. This includes:  

• Biological materials – e.g., human or animal tissue such as porcine grafts or cellular products 

• Synthetic devices – e.g., components made from metal, plastic, or ceramic 

Rebate/billingCode – The financial billing code assigned to items on the Australian Prescribed List of Medical 

Devices and Human Tissue Products 

UDI Barcode – Unique Identification barcode that contains multiple sets of data in a single barcode, also known as 

the GTIN. 
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Scanning Items 

 

1. With the Intraop Record open in Perioperative Doc, check if the 

Implant Log has been added for the procedure. If the segment is 

missing, use the yellow Add Segment folder at the top to add it to 

your documentation. 

 

2. If the items are still in their packaging with the barcode, or the 

barcode sticker has been added to the count sheet, they can be 

added by clicking the ‘Barcode Scan – Use Mode’, with a blue plus 

at the top of Perioperative Doc. 

 

3. With the Barcode Scan – Use Mode screen open, scan the barcode. 

Look for a QR-style 2D barcode, or Linear barcodes with multiple details listed. 

• If the items barcode is in the EMR, the item details will populate. 

• Items that do not scan can be added manually in the Implant Log segment. 

• Once all items have been scanned click OK to save.  

 

 

 

4. Select the Implant Log segment. Some details need to be manually added for each item: 

• Implant/Explant/Not Implanted 

• Body Site 

• Item Type 

• Size (if applicable) 

• Serial Number (only required for items that have one, e.g. most pacemakers and tissue products) 

For further information on how to classify if an item is considered an Explant, Implant, or Not implanted, please 

refer to the Management of Prostheses PPG. 

 

Remember to click Modify or Accept the message when updating 

each entry. 
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Manually adding Items 

 

For items that do not scan or have no barcode available, such as screws from the screw bank, they will need to be 

manually searched for and added. 

 

1. Under Implant Identification, select the magnifying glass.  

 

 
 

2. Enter the Description, the Manufacturer’s Part/REF number, or the item Rebate Code and click Find Now.  

 

3. Select to highlight the appropriate item and click OK to add. 

 

4. With the item added, its Description will populate. Size can be manualy entered if required for that item. 

Update the other mandatory fields (Procedure, Implant/Explant and Body Site) and click Next.  

 

 

Handy Hint  

When manually searching for items, ensure that Description, Mfg catalog number, and Other (with Charge 

Number) are all selected. This will return the best results.  
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5. The Manufacturer and Catalogue number should pre-populate when searching for an item.  

Ensure the correct details are entered along with the Lot Number, and any optional data such as Expiration Date 

and Serial Number if applicable. Click Add. 

 

 

 

▪ Items used from a screw bank must be clearly identified. A lot number is always required — enter the word 

“Bank” in the lot number field to indicate it came from the screw bank.  

▪ Items involving human tissue must also be clearly identified. A lot number is always required — enter the 

word “Tissue” in the lot number field.  

 

Custom items (e.g. patient-specific implants and guides for Temporomandibular Joint replacements or custom vascular 

stents) must be entered as free-text manually.  

• The description field must begin with the word “CUSTOM”, followed by relevant implant details (e.g. 

“CUSTOM – patient-specific TMJ guide, left”).  

• A manual rebate/billing code must be added — this should be obtained from the company representative 

prior to or during the procedure.  

• Stickers from the custom implant/prosthesis must go on the count sheet and any product identifier must be 

entered into the comments section on EMR  

 

 

Important – Free-Text Items 

• If an item does not scan, and is also not found when searching, they can be added using Free-Text 

• When using Free Text, it is important to add all data as accurately as possible 

• Report missing items to your NUM so they can be added for future usage 


