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Medications – Withholding/ 
Suspending Medications  
(Multiple Doses) 
  
 

 
To Withhold/Suspend a Medication Order: 
 

1. Navigate to in the Table of Contents. 
 
2. Under the Orders tab, select the following Display:   

 

3. Right click on the medication and select 

‘Suspend’. 

 

Note: To suspend multiple orders at the 

same time, click on the first order, then 

press CTRL or SHIFT and click on the 

orders to be suspended. 

 
4. Select the Suspend Reason and add a Comment if 

required. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
5. Click and  
 

 
6. Refresh and check the MAR to ensure the 

order is suspended correctly, i.e. greyed 

out on the MAR. 

 
 
 

 

 

  

Important – Overdue medication dose(s) 

• Any overdue medication dose(s) that have not been actioned prior to the order being suspended will still 

appear in the Medication Administration Wizard (MAW) and MAR with the ‘original’ dose. 

• The inactive icon  will appear to indicate that the task is associated to a suspended order. 

• Action “Chart Not Done” for any overdue medication dose(s) as appropriate. 

Handy Hint – Remember to document 

Document in the patient’s notes the reason for withholding the medication and the plan for continuing if known 

 

This Quick Reference Guide will explain how to:  

Withhold a medication for multiple doses using the ‘Suspend’ functionality, including for when a patient goes on leave 

for more than 24 hours. 
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To Resume a Withheld/Suspended Medication: 

 
1. Navigate to in the Table of Contents. 
 
2. Under the Orders tab, select the following Display:   

 
3. Right click on the suspended medication and 

select ‘Resume’. 

 

Note: Do NOT multi-select the orders when 

resuming. 

 

4. Select the Resume Date/Time 

and a Resume Reason. 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Right click on the next order requiring resumption and select ‘Resume’. 

6. Repeat steps 4 and 5 for all required orders to resume. 

7. Click and  

8. Refresh and check the MAR and confirm that the resumed orders appear correctly at the correct 

dose/times/schedule. 

 

To Review a Withheld/Suspended Medication on the MAR: 

Suspended medication orders appear greyed out on the MAR in the corresponding Scheduled, PRN or Continuous 
Infusions sections. 

 

 
 

  



3 Date Published: 27/11/2025 Version: 4 Reviewed by: Kim Nguyen 

Medications – Withholding/Suspending Medications (Multiple Doses)  

 
 

To Review a Withheld/Suspended Medication on the MAR Summary: 

Suspended and Discontinued medication orders appear greyed out on the MAR Summary.  
 

1. Navigate to in the Table of Contents. 

 

 

2. The default filter is:  

 
3. Select the following filter to view Suspended medications only:  

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Important – MAR Summary Filter 

• The filter remains on the selected view, including after clicking Refresh, navigating to another patient’s 

chart, and re-opening PowerChart. 


