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Infusions – Ordering Vancomycin (Adult) 

Vancomycin can be ordered from one of several ordersets  
 

 
 

Vancomycin Adult: Initiation  
 

1. Select the Vancomycin IV Adult: Initial Therapy order set 

2. Click on the  icon to launch the Western Health Vancomycin Dosing Calculator spreadsheet to calculate the 

patient’s estimated loading dose and suggested initial maintenance dose / frequency  
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

This Quick Reference Guide will explain how to:  

 Order starting doses of IV vancomycin therapy via the Initial Therapy orderset 

 Order subsequent IV vancomycin therapy via the Ongoing Therapy orderset 

 Modify vancomycin doses 

 

 



Infusions – Ordering Vancomycin (Adult) 

2 Date Published:02/1/2024  Version: 1.1 Review ed by: Danny Lay  

3. Select the appropriate ONCE only loading dose order 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

The Indication has been pre-defined as “Loading dose”.  
 

4. Select an order with the appropriate frequency for the maintenance dose, then refer to the table for dose, 

volume and infuse-over time.  
 

 

 
 

Important 

 The diluent volume and infuse over time have been pre-defined for each dose to reduce the risk of 

infusion-related “red-man” syndrome (a histamine-mediated, non-allergic response to rapid vancomycin 

administration, characterised by rash, muscle spasms of chest  & back, and sometimes hypotension).  

 Prescribers should NOT change these fields unless advised to do so by the ward pharmacist or AMS.  
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5. Right click and Modify the maintenance dose order. Select a dose, volume and infuse over time 

 
 

 
 

6. Navigate to the Details tab to enter the mandatory Indication.  
 

7. Review the First Dose Date/Time of the maintenance dose. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Important  

 Offset times (i.e. +8 hr, +12 hr) have been included in the maintenance dose to assist with 

ensuring the initial maintenance dose is given separately to the loading dose.   

 Offset times will not work if loading dose and initial maintenance dose are ordered 

separately (i.e. not in the same orderset) AND/OR the First Dose Date/Time of either order 

has been modified. 

 Regardless of situation, the First Dose Date/Time must be reviewed for all orders  
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8. The appropriate vancomycin level pathology order will be automatically selected base on the frequency being 
prescribed; review and amend date or time only if required 
 

  

 
 

9. Click Orders for Signature, review orders and Sign.  

 
10.  Review the Scheduled section of MAR / MAR Summary 

 

 
 
 
 

Vancomycin Adult: Ongoing Therapy (ID approval required) 
  For therapy beyond 48 hours 
 
This order set Vancomycin IV Adult: Ongoing Therapy (ID approval required) has the same functionality as the 
Vancomycin Adult: Initiation order set. The following fields must be completed on the Details tab as well as the 

Indication 
 

a) Infectious Diseases Medical Officer Consulted 

b) ID Approval Expiry (7:30am) 
c) Approval Number 

 

 
 

 

Important – Modifying Vancomycin Infusions 

 If a change is required to the Dose, the prescriber must place a NEW order via the Vancomycin Orderset 

and Cancel/DC the existing order. 

 This is because the diluent volume and infuse over time have been pre-defined for each dose to reduce 

the risk of infusion-related “red-man” syndrome. 


